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“An electronic book (also e‐book, 
ebook, digital book) is . . . 
“. . . a book-length publication in digital 
form, consisting of text, images, or both, 
and produced on, published through, 
and readable on computers or other 
electronic devices.”
_____________
Gardiner, Eileen and Ronald G. Musto. (2010). The Electronic Book. In 
Suarez, Michael Felix, and H. R. Woudhuysen. The Oxford Companion to the 
Book. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010, p. 164.
Take‐Aways
You will be able to …
O … Identify at least one way ebook content 
may be used in the context of a course to 
students' advantage
O … Identify one way that book content in 
print may in fact be superior to digital 
format
Green? – maybe …
O “The production of e-books does not 
consume paper and ink. The necessary 
computer or e-reader uses less materials. 
Printed books use 3 times more raw 
materials and 78 times more water to 
produce albeit they do not require a 
machine for use …”
___________________
E-book. Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia. “3.1 Advantages,” para. 4. Accessed 
July 26, 2011 at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebook
… or maybe not …
O E-book readers require various toxic 
substances to produce, are non-
biodegradable, and the disposal of their 
batteries in particular raises environmental 
concerns. As technologies rapidly change 
and old devices become obsolete, there will 
be larger amounts of toxic wastes that are 
not easily biodegradable like paper. Paper 
products are easily sustainable and 
reusable, unlike many rare earth minerals 
that are used up in electronic devices.
______________________
E-book. Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia. “3.2 Drawbacks,” para. 5. Accessed 
July 26, 2011 at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebook
Gr‐o‐a‐n …?
______________________
Library Journal / School Library Journal. (2010). Survey of Ebook Penetration 
& Use in U.S. Academic Libraries, p. 15.
Æ Discovery
Æ Access
Æ Use
Æ Use
Great! …?
O Some examples of faculty use of ebooks 
in the GVSU Libraries collection 
O As required course texts
O As supplementary reading on Course 
Reserve
O As a reference and resource collection 
tailored to a discipline, course, or 
assignment
eBooks as Course Texts
O STA 580/380 
(Zeitler): 
SpringerLink texts, 
accessed through 
LibGuide and 
Moodle
O STA 215-51 (Zeitler): 
Hybrid F2F/online 
section, using 
LibGuide and 
Moodle
http://libguides.gvsu.edu/sta380-01
See also:
http://libguides.gvsu.edu/sta215hybrid
eCourse Reserves
O COM 641 – Winegar: EBL: eBook Library on 
Course Reserve list

Reference/Resource Collection
O EGR 105 – Morrow (P. Johnson): Subject 
Guide for a course assignment 
http://libguides.gvsu.edu/EGR105
“Great!”? One colleague thinks so!
‘Reading technical books online via the GVSU Library’ 
________________
Engelsma, J. (2011). Reading technical books online via the GVSU Library [web video, 0:01:26]. 
Accessed August 19, 2011 at http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=dmx0fEwxCjc
GVSU eBook Collections
O ABC- CLIO EBook Collection
O ACLS Humanities E-Books
O American History and Culture Online: 
Sabin Americana, 1500-1926 (“Sabin”) 
O Archive of Americana (Evans and Shaw)
O Cambridge Companions Online
O Cambridge Histories Online
O Credo Reference
O Dictionary of Literary Biography
O EBL: Ebook Library
O eBrary
O Early English Books Online (EEBO)
O Eighteenth Century Collections Online
O Gale Directory Library
O Greenwood
O GVRL – Gale Virtual Reference Library
O Intelex Past Masters (philosophy)
O Knovel – Technical Engineering 
Reference Information
O Lexis Nexis Hearings
O LION – Literature Online (English and 
American literature)
O Literature Criticism Online
O NetLibrary
O Oxford Digital Reference Shelf
O Oxford Reference Online Premium with 
Literature collection
O Oxford Scholarship Online
O Safari Technical Books
O Sage eReference
O Shakespeare Survey Online
O Something About the Author
O SpringerLink e-Book Collection
O Stat!Ref
GVSU eBooks (cont.)
O Over 736,000 ebooks are accessible through the 
GVSU Library catalog
O These represent about 1/3 of all titles in the 
catalog
O A usage example:
O SpringerLink titles in 2010:
O Held 43,529 titles (owned, no DRM restrictions)
O 1400 were used at least 1x; 700 used at least 2x; 
100 used at least 20x
O Uses/month ranged from 200 to 1800; total for 
the year was 8,681 uses
“The ebook market is still relatively new for most 
users, and especially for academic libraries, and 
as such new users can be easily deterred or 
driven away by poor experiences. The demand for 
electronic content is increasing, and one must 
recall what could very well be a basic law for any 
new technology: it must provide a better 
experience for the user than that which it is 
intended to replace or supplement.”
____________________
Library Journal / School Library Journal. (2010). Survey of Ebook Penetration & Use 
in U.S. Academic Libraries, p. 83.
Green? G‐r‐o‐a‐n? or Great?
Over To You:
O What are your questions or concerns about 
ebooks?
O What would help you feel more comfortable 
about using digital book content?
Thank you for your time –
Let’s stay in touch, send me your 
questions about ebooks. 
Debbie Morrow
Liaison Librarian
morrowd@gvsu.edu
208 Zumberge Library
X1-2618
Session Description
O Even as we consider how to adjust for a changing student body, our 
technological environment is changing, too. One recent reality in the 
publishing world is ebooks. Book content in digital format now comprises a 
significant proportion of the information resources available in the university 
library's collection. In this session participants will be presented with 
information about books in digital format, rather than paper format, that are 
part of the University Libraries' collection of information resources. They will 
also be presented with several examples of digital book content used 
effectively in the context of required or suggested reading for a course in ways 
that offer considerable advantage over paper format text. Participants will be 
invited into discussion about their concerns with digital versus paper as a 
format for book content, and to explore ways in which digital-format text may 
be used effectively. The emphasis in this session will be on ways in which book 
content in digital format can be a pedagogical advantage in some contexts 
(while acknowledging that there are also some real limitations, too); the 
session will not be a presentation comparing the technical specifications of 
various ebook vendor platforms, information which can be provided by other 
means. [Originally proposed as an hour session, revised for 20 minutes.]
